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May Church Services  St. Andrew's, Sandon  

Sunday 1st  Easter 6 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday 3rd  9:30 am Said Holy Communion  

   followed by Tea and Chat 

Thursday 5th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  

   at South Woodham Ferrers 

Sunday 8th  Sunday after Ascension 

 8:00 am Holy Communion 

 10:00 am Rogation Family Service  

   held at Cherries Farm Hulls Lane 

Tuesday 10th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion  

   followed by Tea and Chat 

Thursday 12th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  

   at East Hanningfield 

Sunday 15th  Pentecost 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday 17th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion  

   followed by Tea and Chat 

Thursday 19th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  

   at Little Baddow 

Sunday 22nd  Trinity Sunday 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday 24th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion  

   followed by Tea and Chat 

Wednesday 25th  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Thursday 26th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at Danbury 

Sunday 29th  Trinity 1 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday 31st  9:30 am Said Holy Communion  

   followed by Tea and Chat  
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Sandon Parish Contacts 

Howe Green URC  

 Rev Mark Meatcher revd.meatcher@gmail.com   

 Pam Knott   471691 

Essex County Councillor 

 Ian Grundy   01277 840737 

Chelmsford City Councillors 

 Richard Ambor   r.ambor@chelmsford.gov.uk 222874  

 Bob Shepherd   b.shepherd@chelmsford.gov.uk 223709 

 Ian Wright   iwright2000@yahoo.com 226289 

Sandon Parish Council 

 Ron Bullus  r.bullus188@btinternet.com 473633 

 Cedric Calmeyer   cedhilcal@aol.com 478900 

 Martin Cross Vice-Chair xfamily@nildram.co.uk 478910 

 Rosemary Hoare  rosemaryhoare@aol.com 473974  

 Dee Hyatt  Chair  dee.hyatt@virgin.net 478203 

 Clerk parishclerk@sandon.info 477111 

 Richard Mbonye  globetech846@gmail.com 476800 

Sandon Village Hall 

 Julie Fisher  Chair  475976 

 Evelyn Ellis Vice-Chair  222682 

 Ray Kerslake Bookings  472386 

Uniformed Organisations 

 Jean Blake Group Scouts 603155 

 Susan Little Brownies  01621 840525 

 Jane Ronaldson Girl Guides 07939 047987 

 Janet Bernardes Beavers  476830 

 Steve Eatly Cubs   

 Aimee Agombar Scouts   

Women's Institute 

 Dorothy Gray    223609 

Sandon Sports Club 

 Graham Lucas    283730 
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Terry’s letter 
As we begin this month of May, 
we do so in the festive spirit of 
Easter. 
As we journey through the 
month, and as this joyful 
Eastertide comes to an end, we 
will remember, on Thursday May 
5th, the day when our Lord 
ascended into Heaven. This 
year, the Chelmer Crouch Group 
will come together at All Saints 
Church in Stock at 8 pm. We will 
then celebrate the feast of 
Pentecost on Sunday 15th May 
at 10 am; this is regarded by 
many as the birthday of the 
Church when God’s gift of his 
Holy Spirit descended to rest on 
the Church, a support, 
encouragement and a comforter; 
God’s loving presence with us. 
I am sometimes asked by people 
to explain about God and 
recently I came across the 
following which I hope helps us 
to understand how we can 
explain God. 
How would you explain God?  

This was written by an 8 year 
old, Danny Dutton for a 
homework assignment. 
"One of God's main jobs is 
making people. He makes them 
to replace the ones that die, so 
there will be enough people to 
take care of things on earth. He 
doesn't make grown-ups, just 
babies. I think because they are 

smaller and easier to make. That 
way he doesn't have to take up 
his valuable time teaching them 
to talk and walk. He can just 
leave that to mothers and 
fathers. 
"God's second most important 
job is listening to prayers. An 
awful lot of this goes on, since 
some people, like preachers and 
things, pray at times beside 
bedtime. God doesn't have time 
to listen to the radio or TV 
because of this. Because he 
hears everything, there must be 
a terrible lot of noise in his ears, 
unless he has thought of a way 
to turn it off. 
"God sees everything and hears 
everything and is everywhere, 
which keeps him pretty busy. So 
you shouldn't go wasting his time 
by going over your Mum and 
Dad's head asking him for 
something they said you couldn't 
have. 
"Atheists are people who don't 
believe in God. I don't think there 
are any in my town. At least 
there aren't any who come to our 
church. 
"Jesus is God's Son. He used to 
do all the hard work like walking 
on water and performing 
miracles and trying to teach the 
people who didn't want to learn 
about God. They finally got tired 
of him preaching to them and 
they crucified him. But he was 
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good and kind, like his Father 
and he told his Father that they 
didn't know what they were doing 
and to forgive them and God 
said O.K. 
"His Dad (God) appreciated 
everything that he had done and 
all his hard work on earth so he 
told him he didn't have to go out 
on the road anymore. He could 
stay in heaven. So he did. And 
now he helps his Dad out by 
listening to prayers and seeing 
things which are important for 
God to take care of and which 
ones he can take care of himself 
without having to bother God. 
Like a secretary, only more 
important. 
"You should always go to church 
on Sunday because it makes 
God happy, and if there's 
anybody you want to make 
happy, it's God. Don't skip 
church or do something you 
think will be more fun like going 
to the beach. This is wrong. And 
besides the sun doesn't come 
out at the beach until noon 
anyway. 
"If you don't believe in God, 
besides being an atheist, you will 
be very lonely, because your 
parents can't go everywhere with 
you, like to camp or to school, 
but God can. It is good to know 
he's around you when you're 
scared in the dark or when you 

can't swim and you get thrown 
into real deep water by big kids." 
"But... you shouldn't just always 
think of what God can do for you. 
I figure God put me here and he 
can take me back anytime he 
pleases. And... that's why I 
believe in God." 
Could you write a better 
account?. Terry 

Sunday 8
th

 May 10am 

at Cherries Farm Hulls Lane  
by kind permission of  
Richard Speakman. 

This will be a church Parade 
and there will be refreshments 

after the service.  
Please bring a fold up chair. 

This is an outreach service so 
please try to bring friends and 

relations to the service. 

Any offers of cakes please let Janet 

know on 01245 472997  

Rogation Service 
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The Trinity 

You will have noticed that 
Sunday 22nd May is Trinity 
Sunday. It may well be that you 
are familiar with the doctrine of 
the Trinity which is not explicitly 
described in the Bible but is 
nonetheless an expression that 
clearly comes from what is 
written by a variety of the New 
Testament writers. So when I 

saw this image it reminded me of 
the Trinity which is one Godhead 
but in 3 persons. I understand 
that Muslims can find this a 
stumbling block with the idea 
that there are 3 Gods. But I don’t 
think this is quite what Christians 
think. We believe we have one 
God which has 3 people. Could 
that be like one board of 
directors with 3 directors? The 
board can make a single 

decision despite being 3 
persons. But there is another 
aspect which I think is 
noteworthy. Within the Godhead 
we see not just perfect persons 
being a model but perfect 
relationships. When you think 
about it most things that are 
created are a result of some sort 
of relationship. In the case of 
child creation this would be a 
sexual relationship. It is for 

relationships that we are 
created, primarily for a 
relationship with God, but with 
each other too. So this window 
seemed to capture something of 
the Trinity with 3 parts making up 
the whole and with 3 
relationships between each 
Person. As this photo was taken 
we see people of God behind the 
Trinity. 

Richard Cecil 
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The Way I See It! 
Three in One and  
One in Three 

A story is told of a Jewish man 
who collapsed in the street with 
a heart attack. A passing Roman 
Catholic priest rushed over and 
knelt beside him. “Would you like 
to have your sins forgiven?” he 
asked. The man nodded weakly. 
“Right,” said the priest. “Do you 
believe in God the Father, God 
the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit?”  

The Jewish man rolled his eyes 
and moaned, “I’m dying, and 
he’s asking me riddles!” 

Well, it’s Trinity Sunday later this 
month, so if you go to church 
you may well hear the preacher 
trying to explain the riddle. Most 
church-goers know that it’s part 
of orthodox Christian faith, and 
like singing about it in hymns, 
but haven’t any idea why it’s so 
important. Surely, they think, 
there’s only one God, so why 
make it so complicated? 
Yes, it is complicated, but not 
incredible. Over the last century 
scientists have discovered that 
almost everything is more 
‘complicated’ than we had 
thought. It seems, for instance, 
that pretty well nothing we know 
is a simple unity.  

Think atoms, and then protons 
and neutrons. Energy and 
activity flow from dynamic 
relationships. So doesn’t it make 
sense that the Creator God is a 
Relationship – the source of all 
energy and activity – rather than 
a simple ‘unity’? Thought of like 
that, a God who is 
‘Father’ (Source), Son (Action) 
and Spirit (Application) makes 
good sense. The Father made 
us, the Son loves us and the 
Spirit ‘sheds that love abroad in 
our hearts’. Makes sense to me 

David Winter 
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WI Meeting 
Sandon WI members learned at 
their meeting on 10th March all 
about the Essex Earthquake of 
1884. Very few of us knew about 
this event. It happened on 22nd 
April and lasted for three and a 
half seconds and the epicentre 
was in Abberton. The earthquake 
was felt as far away as 
Somerset, Cheshire and London. 
A lot of churches were damaged 
as well as schools and in total 
over 2000 buildings suffered. 
Fortunately only 2 deaths were 
recorded. Anne Brooks, our 
speaker, has spent many hours 
studying churches for evidence 
of the earthquake but it is not 
recorded in many places. It was 
a most interesting talk and Anne 
was very knowledgeable about 
the subject. 
Information was given out about 
the Essex WI Centenary Show to 
be held in July 2017 and a 
schedule was shown to 
members, so there will be no 
excuse for lack of entries. 
Several members received their 
tickets for the Essex AGM at 
Westcliff and it was enjoyed by 
those who went. The President 
reported that 6 members who 
took part in the quiz evening 
organised by Eves Corner WI, 
had great fun, ate too many 
crisps and came third. 

Our April meeting is when we are 
making a wire and bead bracelet 
and to celebrate the 
Queen’s 90th. We are having a 
cup cake and bucks fizz to toast 
her birthday. The May meeting 
will be Sandon’s annual meeting 
when we review the past year’s 
activities. We are having a light 
lunch beforehand and as always 
we would welcome some 
members volunteering to serve 
on the committee. The Keep fit 
and Patchwork groups will meet 
as usual but there will be no 
Craft and Chat in March. So 
come and join us in May at our 
meeting at 2pm in Sandon 
Village Hall. We look forward to 
meeting you. 

Dorothy Gray 

01245 223609 
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Rubbishy Thoughts 

Richard and I returned from India 
a little while ago with some won-
derful memories and a few con-
cerns about the environment 
there. They have yet to combat 
the rubbish problem in India and 
we were comparing that with the 
great way we keep our verges 
clean and tidy! That is until we 
drove along some of the country 
lanes of Sandon. When you look 
carefully you see bottles, bags, 
paper in several of the less pop-
ulated areas. 

I decided to carry out a litter pick 
along part of East Hanningfield 
Road and had soon collected 
four large bags full. A simple 
analysis as I went along gives a 
sorry picture of the dietary habits 
of the population who throw their 
detritus out of their car windows. 
Jack Scrumpy by the can is very 
popular as well as chocolate 
bars and varieties of crisps. Per-
haps, surprisingly, vodka and 
wine seemed favourites too and 
McDonalds meals are not out of 
fashion. I was quite relieved to 
come across some orange peel 
– which I left to rot – but then 
more cans, this time lager, two 
paperback books, only one bro-
ken traffic cone and several bits 
of car., and yet more bottles and 
packets. 

All this is not very exciting, rather 
worrying for the health of the 
travellers – but can we in San-
don try to keep our byways tidi-
er? Is it worth cleaning up on a 
regular basis in the hope that a 
clean environment will breed bet-
ter habits? 

Next time I go out I plan to sort 
the rubbish into plastics - cans 
and bottles - general rubbish so 
that it does not fill our black bin! 
Would it be good to work in a 
group? Might that be more fun? 

Anyone interested in helping? 

Judy Cecil 
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Taxing Councils 

Researchers for the Essex 
County Council found over 200 
dead crows beside the M25 
recently and they were 
concerned that they may have 
died from avian influenza. 
A bird pathologist examined the 
remains of all the crows, and, to 
the Council officials’ relief, 
confirmed the problem was 
definitely not avian influenza. 
The cause of death appeared to 
be vehicular impacts. 
Detailed analysis showed that 
varying colours of paints 
appeared on the birds’ beaks 
and claws. Analysing of the paint 
residues showed that 98% of the 
crows had been killed by impact 
with trucks, while only 2% were 
killed by an impact with a car. 
ECC then hired an ornithological 
behaviourist to determine if there 
was a cause for the 
disproportionate percentages of 
truck kills versus car kills. The 
ornithological behaviourist very 
quickly concluded the cause. 
When crows eat road kill, they 
always have a look out crow in a 
nearby tree to warn of impending 
danger. They discovered that 
while all the lookout crows could 
shout “Cah,” not a single one 
could shout, “Truck.” 

Based on a submission  

by David Farrar 

Hearing 
A man went into a church and 
asked the vicar to pray for his 
hearing. Touched by his faith, the 
vicar agreed. “Kneel here,” he 
began in a loud voice. The man 
knelt, and the vicar placed a 
hand on each ear and bellowed 
a prayer. "I hope that will help," 
he finally shouted. 
"Well, I won't know for a while," 
the man replied. "It isn't until next 
month." 

Flowers by Mary 
• Beautiful Floral designs 
• For home, office, weddings, 

anniversaries, birthdays etc. 
• Big or small occasions 
• Traditional to contemporary 

designs 
• Affordable prices 
• Free local delivery 
01245 477926 
07929 840631 
marymathew@btinternet.com 

Christenings or 
Weddings  

St. Andrews Church 
Sandon 

Contact  
Revd. Terry Brown  
on 01245 698988  

or  
email tgabrown@hotmail.com 
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The Claydon Clinic 

Physiotherapy 

Sports Injury Rehabilitation 

Acupuncture 

www.theclaydonclinic.com 

Tel/fax 01245 401255 

Email. theclaydonclinic@btinternet.com 

Old Southend Rd,  

Howe Green CM2 7TB 

A gentleman is stumbling 
through the woods, totally drunk, 
when he comes upon a 
preacher baptising people in the 
river. He proceeds into the water 
and then bumps into the 
preacher. The preacher turns 
around and is almost overcome 
by the smell of alcohol. He asks 
the gentleman, "Are you ready 
to find Jesus?" The drunk 
shouts, "Yes, I am." 

So the preacher takes him and 
dunks him in the water. He pulls 
him back and asks, "Brother, 
have you found Jesus?" The 
drunk replies, "No, I haven't 
found Jesus!" The preacher, 
shocked at the answer, dunks 
him again but for a little longer. 
He again pulls him out of the 
water and asks, "Have you 
found Jesus, brother?" The 
drunk answers, "No, I haven't 
found Jesus!" 

By this time, the preacher is at 
his wits end and dunks the 
gentlemen again; but this time 
holds him down for about 30 
seconds, and when the 
gentlemen begins kicking his 
arms and legs about, he pulls 
him up. The preacher again 
asks, "For the love of God, have 
you found Jesus?" 

The gentlemen staggers upright, 
wipes his eyes, coughs up a bit 
of water, catches his breath, and 
says to the preacher, "Are you 
sure this is where he fell in?” 

Submitted by David Farrar 
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SETS 
The Vicar of Dibley 

Sandon Entertainment and The-
atre Society (SETS) are taking 
on a much loved classic this 
June, and we have a fantastic 
cast currently rehearsing to 
showcase two Vicar of Dibley 
episodes. The evening will take a 
dinner theatre style on board, so 
you can nibble on some fantastic 
nosh whilst watching our talent-
ed and very funny cast mem-
bers. 

The Arrival 

When Reverend Pottle, the 102-
year-old vicar of St Barnabas' 
Dibley, dies suddenly, the villag-
ers eagerly await his replace-
ment. To their shock, it turns out 
to be a woman - Geraldine 
Granger. However, all the villag-
ers grow to love their new vicar - 

except perhaps one David Hor-
ton. 

Dibley Live 
When Radio Dibley is live on air 
for one week, Geraldine pre-
sents a Brain of Dibley competi-
tion, and Owen offers to give a 
running commentary whilst geld-
ing horses. Meanwhile, Alice is 
desperate to impress her future 
father-in-law. 

Performance Dates Friday 17 
and Saturday 18 June 2016 at 
8pm 
Location Sandon Village 
Hall, Woodhill Rd, Sandon, 
Chelmsford CM2 7SQ 

Tickets You can buy tickets now 
for just £10 each including food 
at www.ticketsource.co.uk/
setsdrama 
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Churches that Grow 

While church decline is now an 
accepted fact, there is also an 
awareness that “growth is in the 
air”, and it is quite true that some 
churches are growing. There are 
three broad types, all important 
because they mostly involve 
people under the age of 40 
(though the leadership may be 
older): 

Some are called 
“Fresh Expressions” 
or “Messy Church” 
which tend to be 
groups of people 
meeting informally, 
not always on a 
Sunday and not 
always in a church. 
They may meet in a 
school or village hall, 
and often include 
parents and children 
and increasingly 
grandparents. They 
invariably focus on fun for 
everyone, and food for everyone. 
For some who attend, this is the 
only form of church they now go 
to and, for two-fifths, 41%, it is 
the only church they have ever 
attended! Such groups have 
been especially begun by 
Anglicans, Methodists and the 
Salvation Army.  

Other churches are starting 
further congregations which tend 
to be more formal, usually as 
independent churches. These 
church plants will often meet in a 
hall or school or in a church, 
usually at a different time from 
the main services, and thus can 
be more convenient for those 
who have jobs or other 
responsibilities on a Sunday 
morning. Some of these infant 

churches have quite 
robust 
congregations. Size 
doesn’t seem to 
matter, but the age 
of the person leading 
the new 
congregation 
generally is under 
50. It is very hard 
work starting a 
church like this, and 
it requires much 
dedicated 
determination to 

keep going. Over the past 25 
years some 9,000 such churches 
have been started in England.  

The third area of growth is 
simply an increasing Sunday 
congregation. Larger churches 
seem better able to grow in this 
way than smaller churches, 
usually because they have more 
people to help do things a little 
differently Sunday by Sunday. 
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The main reason for their growth 
is the quality of the preaching (so 
say 91% of newcomers to larger 
churches). Worship and 
Welcome are especially 
important here also.  

Does all this mean that the 
church overall is growing? Sadly 
no, it doesn’t, as some 7,000 
church people die every week, 
across all denominations, and 
the number of new people joining 
is collectively probably only a 
fifth of that number.  

Source: Various tables in  

UK Church Statistics No 2  

2010-2020. 
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New Zealand to Keep the Old Flag 

Following the recent result in the 
referendum to choose between the old 
and suggested newly designed flags, 
could the following poem have 
influenced the voters? When read out 
at the Sandon WI December meeting, 
the poem received a round of 
applause. 

Our Flag 

Our Flag bears the stars that blaze at night 
In our southern skies of blue. 
And that little old Flag in the corner, 
That's part of our heritage too. 

It's for the English, the Scots and the Irish 
Who travelled to the ends of the earth. 
The traders, the schemers, the doers and dreamers 
Who gave modern New Zealand birth. 

And those who are seeking to change it, 
They don't seem to understand 
It's the Flag of our law and our language 
Not the flag of a faraway land. 

There are plenty of people who'll tell you 
That when Europe was plunged into night 
That little old flag in the corner 
Was their symbol of freedom and light. 

It doesn't mean we owe allegiance 
To a forgotten imperial dream 
We've the stars to show where we're going 
And the old Flag to show where we've been. 

Submitted by Pat Eden 
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St Andrew's, Sandon 
www.sandon-church.info 
Contributions or requests for this 
magazine should be sent to 
magazine@sandon-church.info 
or Richard Cecil, Chestnut 
Cottage, CM2 7RN by the 10th of 
the month preceding publication. 

There were no Register Entries 
 
Bombadier Horace Wilson, 
131st Heavy Battery, Royal 
Garrison Artillery killed in action 

on Sunday 21st May 1916 aged 
29 on Flanders now buried at 
Maroeuil British Cemetery. He 
was born in Haggerston, 
Middlesex and a resident of 
Hoxton, Middlesex. He enlisted 
in Stratford, Essex. He was the 
husband of L. A. Wilson, of Days 
Hill, Sandon, Chelmsford, Essex. 

Private Frederick Elsdon 2nd 
Battalion, Norfolk Regiment died, 
aged 21, in Mesopotamia on 
Friday 26th May 1916, buried in 
Baghdad (North Gate) War 
Cemetery. He was the son of 
Henry and Elizabeth Elsdon who  
presumably moved to Woodhill 
Road. Frederick was born in 
1895 in Nevendon and enlisted 
at Warley. Henry (1859), a 
shepherd, and Elizabeth (1865), 
who were both born in Sible 
Hedingham. Frederick had an 
older brother Walter (1890) and 
sister Agnes (1892). Henry’s 
brother in law William J Jaggard, 
(1862) a single man who was a 
farm servant, lodged with the 
family, who all lived at Fryerns 
Farm, Nevendon. In 1911, 
Frederick, then 16, no longer 
living with the family. 

GRANT AND JONES 
LARGE SHOWROOM with LIVE STOVES and FIRES 
BUTTS GREEN GARDEN CENTRE,  
MAYES LANE 
FIREPLACE SURROUNDS, STOVES,  
GAS AND ELECTRIC FIRES. 
BESPOKE SERVICE 
FREE SURVEY IN LOCAL AREAS 
FREE PARKING 
HETAS AND GAS SAFE REGISTERED 
www.grantandjones.co.uk 
email:- sales@grantandjones.co.uk 
tel:-01245 349420 
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Eating in the UK  
in the Fifties 

Pasta had not been invented. 
Curry was a surname. 
A takeaway was a mathematical 
problem. 
A pizza was something to do 
with a leaning tower. 
Bananas and oranges only 
appeared at Christmas time. 
All crisps were plain; the only 
choice we had was whether to 
put the salt on or not. 
A Chinese chippy was a foreign 
carpenter. 
Rice was a milk pudding, and 
never, ever part of our dinner. 
A Big Mac was what we wore 
when it was raining. 
Brown bread was something 
only poor people ate. 
Oil was for lubricating, fat was 
for cooking 
Tea was made in a teapot using 
tea leaves and never green. 
Coffee was Camp, and came in 
a bottle. 
Cubed sugar was regarded as 
posh. 
Only Heinz made beans. 
Fish didn't have fingers in those 
days. 
Eating raw fish was called 
poverty, not sushi. 
None of us had ever heard of 
yoghurt. 
Healthy food consisted of 
anything edible. 

 
Tuesday Morning 
Communion at 9:30am  

This is followed by Tea and 

Chat. We meet every Tuesday 
in St Andrews Room from 
10.15 am 

All are welcome to come along 
and join us. You are 
guaranteed a warm welcome. 

It’s a great opportunity to spend 
an enjoyable morning meeting 
new people over a cuppa. 

Some weeks we have a short 
talk or presentation with the 
occasional quiz or Beetle Drive 
but most of all we do enjoy 
each other’s company. 

There is no cost but donations 
are welcome. Hope to see you 
soon. 
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People who didn't peel potatoes 
were regarded as lazy. 
Indian restaurants were only 
found in India. 
Cooking outside was called 
camping. 
Seaweed was not a recognised 
food. 
"Kebab" was not even a word 
never mind a food. 
Sugar enjoyed a good press in 
those days, and was regarded 
as being white gold. 
Prunes were medicinal. 
Surprisingly, muesli was readily 
available, it was called cattle 
feed. 
Pineapples came in chunks in a 
tin; we had only ever seen a 
picture of a real one. 
Water came out of the tap, if 
someone had suggested bottling 
it and charging more than petrol 
for it they would have become a 
laughing stock. 
The one thing that we never ever 
had on our table in the fifties .. 
was elbows! 
 

Tap into This 
What did the big tap say to the small 
tap? 

Little squirt! 

… and what did the 
small tap reply?  

Big drip!” 

Sunday 12
th

 June  

At St. Andrew’s we will be 
celebrating our Queen’s 
90th Birthday. 
We have a Special Family 
Service at 10 am. 

This will include our guest 
speaker Canon Ann Easter who 
is one of the Queen’s 
Chaplains. 
Our uniformed organisations 
will be joining us as they renew 
their promises to the Queen. 
Sandon school will be providing 
some suitable Royal Music. 
This will be followed with a 
BBQ and a toast to her Majesty. 
We hope many of Sandon 
Village, Butts Green and Howe 
Green will come and celebrate 
this important day.  
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Frances J Crosby 

Born in 1820, Frances Crosby 
(known as Fanny), was an Amer-
ican mission worker, poet, lyri-
cist, and composer. She wrote 
over 8,000 hymns and Gospel 
songs in her time despite being 
blind from shortly after birth. 
In 1873, Fanny, together with 
Phoebe P Knapp, wrote 'Blessed 
Assurance' – a well-known and 
loved hymn that is still sung to-
day. 
The song is based on an inter-
pretation of Hebrews 10:22 
(NLT): '...let us go right into the 
presence of God with sincere 
hearts fully trusting Him. 
For our guilty consciences 
have been sprinkled with 
Christ's blood to make us 
clean, and our bodies have 
been washed with pure 
water'. 
An unwavering confidence 
in God's loving grace 
shines through the words of 
this song. 
At Easter time, as we re-
flect on the empty cross 
and empty tomb, God's lov-
ing grace shines brightly for 
all to see. Jesus hung on 
the cross and declared: 'It 
is finished' – a victory cry 
that caused the temple veil 
to be torn in two and the 

walls that separate us from our 
Father to crumble. 
At the time, however, it seemed 
to be an agonising cry of defeat. 
As the darkness descended, 
fear, anger and confusion took 
hold as – in that moment – Je-
sus' followers saw only with their 
natural eyes. Their Saviour was 
dead. Hope was lost. 
Today, we see the victory – 
knowing the bigger picture of the 
resurrection with the understand-
ing that comes through the Holy 
Spirit. And it is a victory that we 
can claim in our everyday lives. 
Fanny Crosby knew the victory 
of the cross and was able, de-

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 

This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Saviour all the day long; x2 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels, descending, bring from above 
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
I in my Saviour am happy and blest, 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. 

Frances J Crosby 1873  
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spite her blindness, to visually 
'cross over' into a realm of beau-
ty and understanding; of love 
and grace. 
'Blessed Assurance' paints a pic-
ture of heaven's glory that draws 
us into a lifestyle of thanksgiving 
and praise. 
Psalm 100:4 says: 'Enter His 
gates with thanksgiving, and His 
courts with praise!' This is a key 
Scripture when praying for the 
work and people of Mission Avia-
tion Fellowship (MAF). 
Lord, may we have 'eyes to see' 
Your glory and faith to trust You 
in the unseen – bringing praises 
and victory songs to Your throne, 
every one of our days. 
Romans 6:4: 'just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life.' 

A Lent Devotion on  

MAF’s website www.maf-uk.org 
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St Andrew’s Youth 
Fellowship, Sandon 
We had a good summer term 
with membership steady and 
plenty of activities and a brilliant 
talent show. 
The main group of youngsters 
were all in year 6 primary and 
therefore moving schools in 
September. I had a feeling that 
we were not going to see many 
return once they had started 
secondary school and parents 
anxious for them to settle into a 
new routine. I was quite right and 
we only had 4 returners. Two of 
these left early October and we 
were down to 2. 
Despite recruitment attempts 
and advertising we were unable 
to attract any more members 
even though we had organised 
to start auditions for another 
pantomime. I thought this might 
be the edge needed to recruit 
more members but the lure of 
grease paint, acting, singing and 
dancing could not tempt anyone. 
It costs SAYF around £2,000 to 
stage a full pantomime so we did 
not go ahead. 
Following a meeting with 
Leaders, Julie Fisher, Eileen 
Bartrup, Bekki Tovey and James 
Tovey, we decided to officially 
close SAYF on its 42nd 
anniversary – 31st March 2016. 
SAYF was set up in 1974 by 
Peter Ellis as the social side of 

St Andrew’s Sunday School. 
(Peter led the Sunday School for 
25 years.) 
It has been a most rewarding 
period in my life, working every 
Tuesday at club (school term 
time) and Sunday afternoons for 
6 months of the year rehearsing 
pantomime. I must also mention 
hours and hours spent over 40 
years designing and making 
pantomime costumes. 
Hundreds of young people must 
have been part of SAYF over 42 
years. Some staying only 1 
night, a large number for several 
years. Members have been 
known never to leave – going on 
to be leaders such as Bekki and 
James Tovey. Eileen Bartrup has 
helped for 40 years and Julie 
Fisher around 20 years. A 
massive commitment by these 
ladies and many other helpers 
during the life of SAYF. I thank 
them all most sincerely. 
I know SAYF will be missed. No 
more stall at the fete or game at 
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the bazaar to help church funds. 
Also the Village Hall has lost a 
massive amount of income that 
SAYF put into their accounts 
each year by hiring the hall on 
Tuesdays, Sundays and 9 days 
for pantomime. 
I have written to Sandon Parish 
Council who have, for many 
years, given SAYF financial 
assistance. They have always 
been most generous and 
supportive of the work we were 
doing with the young people of 
the community. 
SAYF always gave young people 
a place of safety to meet their 
friends and ‘hang out’. We 
offered a sympathetic ear if 
needed and tried to give 
members confidence to work as 
a team, to respect others, even if 
younger, to be proud of their 
group, gain self-assurance and 
to socialise with others. 
I know that the work that Peter 
Ellis, all our many helpers over 

the years, and myself have 
done, has been useful in the 
youngsters’ development to 
adulthood. 
I must mention that City 
Councillor Ian Wright and his 
wife Carol have been stalwarts, 
always coming to our 
pantomimes, giving prizes at 
Presentation Evenings and 
sending great tins of sweets 
each year for the panto cast. 
In January Ian nominated me to 
be a guest at the Mayor or 
Chelmsford’s Community 
Evening with the theme ‘Young 
People – Unleash the Potential’. 
This was held at Hylands House 
on Friday 1st April and it was for 
the Mayor to thank and 
congratulate anyone who 
contributes significantly to the 
aspirations of Chelmsford’s 
Youth (outside of their everyday 
employment). I took my daughter 
Dawn as my guest which was 
appropriate as she was a 
founder member of SAYF. It was 
the ‘icing on the cake’ for me, a 
very splendid evening, delicious 
meal and a wonderful exit to a 
very sad procedure of closing 
SAYF. 
So now this is Mrs Ellis saying 

‘goodbye’ and hanging up her 

whistle and trainers! 

Evelyn Ellis Group Leader Left to right, Cllr Ian and Carol 
Wright, Mayor Paul Hutchinson, 

Evelyn Ellis and her daughter, Dawn 
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Brexit 

The Jubilee Centre are a 

Cambridge based organisation 

that sets about offering Biblical 

thinking into modern society. 

To that end they publish a series 

of papers and here is one of 

them about the EU referendum 

based on a talk given on 9th 

April 2016 to Warwick University 

by Guy Brandon. 

You can access other material 

from the Jubilee Centre at  

www.jubilee-centre.org 

This article is reproduced with 

permission 

This paper looks at some of the 
biblical principles that might 
underpin our political-economic 
vision of the EU. 
We look at this issue of EU 
membership in predominantly 
economic terms. It’s a cost-
benefit analysis of the financial 
implications with regard to jobs, 
taxes, the effects of bureaucracy, 
potential welfare expenses, and 
so on. Even when we’re talking 
about an issue as emotive as 
migration, we talk about identity 
and culture, but we still focus 
mainly on the economic 
dimension. 
Now, of course it’s highly 
contentious to discuss our EU 
membership from a narrowly 
economic perspective – the 
different sides argue it both ways 

and, you can never know for 
sure what the effect of leaving 
will be unless you do. But it also 
begs a question: whether the 
economic realm is really the 
framework within which we 
should explore this. Or rather, we 
make assumptions about the 
nature of that framework. Money 
is the ends, in this debate, not 
the means to a different and 
hopefully higher end. 
When you remember that the EU 
was founded on an essentially 
Christian vision of peace – yes, 
largely through economic 
relationships, but with those 
relationships as the means – 
then you start to appreciate the 
problem. And it’s not as simple 
as grasping that the cost is not 
the same as the value. It’s that 
when you absolutise economic 
prosperity, which I think it’s fair to 
say we have done, you inevitably 
miss the wood for the trees. 
So I want to pull a few broad 
principles out of the Bible with 
the aim of informing the 
framework within which to 
explore our economic vision of 
the EU. 
Money 

Firstly, money in the Bible is not 
absolutised. There’s a lot about 
money in the Bible, but it’s never 
about GDP or the bottom line. 
Money is supposed to function 
as a kind of social glue. It’s used 
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to strengthen relationships, or at 
the very least the legislation 
around it minimises the harms 
and risks inherent in certain 
transactions. That’s not just on a 
personal level, which is another 
difference in the way we typically 
view money. It has implications 
for individuals but it’s also 
viewed in terms of the impacts 
on families and whole 
communities. There’s recognition 
that we live together and the 
decisions we take have 
collective impacts. Money is 
used for mutual benefit. There’s 
solidarity. An implication of this is 
that if you do absolutise money, 
injustice results. Almost by 
definition, because you’re 
prioritising the wrong thing and 
all else is of secondary 
importance. 
Freedom of movement 

One example of this in the 
context of the EU is freedom of 
movement. Citizens of the EU 
have freedom of movement 
within the EU to allow them to 
access work; they can go 
wherever the jobs are with 
essentially no restrictions. The 
Bible flips that around and says, 
you can move wherever you 
want, no restrictions, but the 
economy and finance system is 
structured in such a way that 
wherever possible, you won’t 
have to. The reason for that is 

spelled out explicitly in Leviticus 
25, which sets out some of the 
major economic safeguards that 
were supposed to apply to Israel. 
If one of your countrymen 
becomes poor and is unable to 
support himself, help him, treat 
him as a hired worker, don’t 
charge him money at interest, 
‘so that he may continue to live 
among you.’ There’s an 
acknowledgment that poverty 
undermines families and 
communities, it breaks them up 
because people have to move 
away to find work. Family, 
extended family, is important, 
because so much support and 
care happens within it. 
Something coming down the 
track for Europe is what happens 
when the Baby Boom generation 
starts needing more care in their 
retirement and the family 
members who might previously 
have done that have moved 
abroad for work. The costs 
associated with that care will 
have to be pushed somewhere 
else. 
So there’s a clear economic 
vision there in the Bible: the 
economy serves family and 
community relationships, rather 
than our de facto ‘vision’, which 
tends to prioritise short-term 
economic growth and leaves 
families and communities as 
collateral damage. That also has 
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long-term costs we haven’t 
begun to grapple with yet. 
Mutual wellbeing 

That economic vision is also 
reflected in the reset 
mechanisms that prevented the 
accumulation of wealth by the 
rich at the expense of the 
vulnerable. For example, the 
Bible’s zero interest policy, 
Sabbatical debt cancellation, and 
the Jubilee Year, where ancestral 
land was returned to its original 
owners every 50 years. 
Whatever you think about the 
direct applicability or otherwise 
of those principles in a modern 
economy, there’s a clear 
underlying principle that 
inequality and particularly the 
loss of economic independence 
that is a by-product of inequality 

are to be avoided wherever 
possible. We have lost sight of 
our mutual wellbeing in favour of 
individual wellbeing – and again, 
that ‘wellbeing’ tends to be seen 
in narrowly economic terms. 
Something for nothing 

Another related principle that 
underlines that is that you don’t 
get something for nothing 
(financially speaking). There 
should always be a relationship 
and a sharing of risk between 
the parties to a transaction. 
That’s seen in the ban on 
interest. We see interest as rent 
on the use of money; the Bible 

sees it as a form of injustice: a 
way of extracting value from a 
vulnerable party to a strong one. 
Debt is a last-ditch resort. There 
are implications to debt, power 
differentials. Proverbs says ‘The 
borrower is slave to the lender.’ 
Just think of Greece and 
Germany. That’s not to say you 
never borrow, only that it’s never 
something you do lightly. And 
you structure a loan in such a 
way that the relationship is as 
equal as possible under the 
circumstances. It’s not an 
extraction of value. It’s designed 
to enable the borrower to 
maintain their freedom. 
Centralisation of power 

One last principle it’s worth 
bringing out is subsidiarity, or the 
idea of appropriate 
decentralisation. Subsidiarity is 
enshrined in EU law, though its 
application isn’t particularly 
convincing in practice; 
interference from Brussels is one 
of the reasons a lot of small 
businesses want out of Europe. 
It’s reflected in the biblical 
scepticism around concentrated 
power, whether that’s political 
power, or financial or any other 
kind of power. There’s a sense 
that power corrupts, and 
absolute power corrupts 
absolutely. The more financial 
and political power is 
concentrated within a given 
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body, the greater the scope and 
the tendency towards abuse of 
one kind or another. So if you put 

these pieces together, what 

kind of picture do you get? 
• One in which the benefits of 

membership – or non-
membership, if we go that way 
– are proportional to the 
investment and risk involved in 
that membership. Which I think 
is what people have really been 
saying all along about the EU, 
on both sides, it’s just that they 
just differ on their interpretation 
of the data. 

• It also means that the 
implications of the level of 
integration entailed in any 
future iteration of the EU must 
be reflected across the 
interests of all stakeholders. 
One thing we’ve learned is that 
monetary union without fiscal 
and political union is a 
relational and economic train 
wreck. Whether and how you 
would possibly go about 
greater fiscal union – and 
whether that would be enough 
to fix the problem – are other 
questions. The point is that as 
things stand the Eurozone is 
half-cooked and there are 
some serious issues with that. 

• One in which GDP isn’t 
absolutised: money and trade 
serve a greater purpose of 
community cohesion and 

integration. That is a discussion 
we’ve barely started yet. What 
it entails is taking a longer-term 
view and starting to factor in 
some of the externalities we’re 
going to face. Chief among 
those is the pensions, our care 
bill, but I think you could also 
look at the cost of 
unemployment as a result of 
the financial crisis and 
recession – which was led by 
the risky lending practices of 
the banks. 

• As a related point, that situation 
is going to be hard to change 
due to resistance from the 
finance sector, which is 
powerful enough to push back 
pretty hard. It’s a good example 
of how the concentration of 
financial and political power 
has a tendency to work against 
those it’s supposed to serve. In 
biblical terms, too big to fail 
means too powerful to exist. 

• Ultimately, what is lacking is a 
workable and attractive vision 
for the EU. We had one at the 
beginning but we lost it. Now 
we need a new one, fit for 
purpose for what the EU has 
become in the 21st At the 
moment, the vision is for an 
‘ever-closer union among the 
peoples of Europe’. I’d argue 
that ‘better relationship’ was a 
more nuanced and biblically-
sound goal. 
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Saturday 21
st

 May  

7.30 pm 

Concert in Church 

People of the Green 

We look forward to welcoming this singing group to St. Andrew’s.  

They come highly recommended.  
Tickets are £10 for adults  
which includes wine and refreshments 
£5 for those attending school 

For tickets ring  
Terry on 01245 698988 or  
Christine on 01245 281305 
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Procession of Witness 

We joined the Good Friday 
procession of witness at The 
Beehive pub, with Baddow, St 
Mary's and St Paul's as well as 
St Luke's and other local 
churches. After a song, reading 
and prayer we walked down 
Baddow Road to meet up with 
the Meadgate group. Another 
short worship and off to the 
Salvation Army to join more 
marchers, before the final stage 
to the High Street for 11 o'clock. 
Keith Jackson from Life Church 
spoke about 'Cross Examination' 
a thought provoking insight into 
the significance of the cross for 
us. Worship included wonderful 
singing led by Life Church and 
Salvation Army band, a reading 
by Pastor Ade from the 
Redeemed Church of God and 
powerful prayers from David 
Gilbey of the 24/7 prayer 
network. 
A good crowd took part – and 
most then adjourned to the 
Central Baptist Church or back 
to the Salvation Army for drinks 
and Hot Cross buns. 
At 1:30 pm people gathered 
again for the first City Passion 
Play – an inspiring dramatic 
presentation guided by a 
narrator, James French, and with 
interludes of song and dance. 
After the crucifixion scene the 
narrator proclaimed the end of 

their story… but the resurrection 
was then excitedly reported, by 
Mary, Peter and Thomas after 
they had seen Jesus and also 
after his appearance on the 
beach and on the Emmaus 
Road. 
It was a good way to prepare for 
Easter - there is always a new 
twist or detail in the apparently 
well-known words. 

Judy Cecil 

Bu�s Green 

Garden Centre 

& Café 
Mayes Lane 

CM2 7RW 

Gifts - Plants - Food 

Open 9:30 am till 5:00 pm 

Tel: 01245 223524 

for reservations 
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Favourite Chocolate 
Chip Biscuits 
125g butter, softened 
½ teaspoon vanilla extract  
¾ cup brown sugar  
1 egg 
1 cup plain flour 
1 cup self-raising flour 
1 cup desiccated coconut 
250g chopped chocolate 

Place butter, vanilla and sugar in 
a bowl and beat until creamy. 
Beat egg into mixture and then 
stir through flours, coconut and 
chocolate . Roll 1 tablespoon of 
mixture at a time into a ball, 
place on lined baking trays and 
flatten slightly. Bake in preheated 
oven 190˚C for 15 minutes or 
until the cookies are lightly 
browned. Cool on trays. 

Narelle Arnold 

The editor made these and 
vouches for their yumminess. 

Saturday 7
th

 May  
8:30am – 10 am 

Butts Green Garden Centre 

All are welcome to attend  

Please reserve you place by 

contacting Dennis on 472997 or 

signing the list at the back of 

the church.  

Full English Breakfast and 

speaker All for £7 
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The Lady and The Lamp 

On 12th May 1820 a baby girl 
was born who changed the way 
that we care for people who are 
ill. Florence Nightingale grew up 
at a time when only the worst 
kind of person became a nurse 
but she had an idea of the way 
things could be. Her chance to 
change things came with the 
Crimean War. 

Florence travelled there with a 
few others and started work in 
the military hospital at Scutari 
where conditions were dreadful: 
wounded soldiers were left lying 
in dirt without proper food or care 
and most of them died. The army 
doctors already there didn’t want 
Miss Nightingale or her nurses, 
but gradually they improved 
conditions. The nurses scrubbed 
and cleaned as well as caring for 
the wounded and the soldiers 
began to recover. Florence 
Nightingale was called the Lady 
with the Lamp because she 
would walk the wards at night, 

checking on patients. After the 
war, with the support of Queen 
Victoria, Florence was able 
improve hospital care for 
everyone. 

Washing Words  

All the words in this word search 
are to do with clean and dirty. 
Can you find them all? The 
words go up, down, backwards, 
forwards and diagonally and 
some letters are used more than 
once. 

S P A R K L I N G A 
G I D Y O D A R V D 
R T U B B U I O A S 
U P S H B M V P C D 
B A T H E C A U U E 
B T E G N O P S U N 
Y R R I W I P Y M I 
L I U T A M R A U A 
A D E S S D B R O T 
D W T A H S K A O S 

bath  brush  dirt  
duster  dry   grime  
grubby  mud  soak  
soap sparkling  
stained  tap tub  
vacuum  wash  
wet  

What did the dirt 

say to the rain? 

If this keeps up my name will be 

mud! 
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Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge 
Revd. Terry Brown* 

tgabrown@hotmail.com 
698988 

Church Wardens 
Janet Terry* 

David Farrar* 

472997 

471484 

PCC Secretary Christine Mennie* 281305 

PCC Treasurer Nick Bobeldijk* 471756 

Child Protection Alison Read 474858 

Vulnerable Adults Christine Farrar 471484 

Electoral Roll Liz Bobeldijk 471756 

Organist Ron Woods 268304 

Bell Ringing Nick Tovey 472692 

Tiny Tots Alison Read 474858 

Magazine Editor Richard Cecil 224747 

Parochial Church  

Council Members 

as * above and Colin Bryan, Judy Cecil, 

Valerie Grimwood, John Gruby, Mike Harris, 

Simon Johnson, Michael Puffett, 

 Dennis Terry and Ian Underwood 

Regular Activities 

2nd Sundays of the month  8:00 am Holy Communion (Traditional) 

  10:00 am Family Service 

Other Sundays  10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesdays  9:30 am Holy Communion 

  10:00 am Tea/Coffee and Chat 

  6:30 pm 
St Andrew’s Youth Fellowship 

(term time only) 
  7:45 pm Bell Ringing Practice 

Wednesday  9:30 am Celtic Prayer (4th Wed of month) 

Fridays  7.30 pm Choir Practice 

  1:00 pm Tiny Tots (term time only) 
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